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The Strategic Planning Meeting:   

Members are reminded that the October 19 meeting is a strategic plan-
ning meeting and will not include a speaker. The results of the survey 
are in and a report on the results will be given by Warren Wilson at the 
meeting. The response to the survey was excellent and we wish to 
compliment the membership on their support in this planning initiative. 

See the RTHS web site for a link to the survey report. 

At the meeting members will have the opportunity to dialogue with other 
members on the results of the survey and then to  accept, clarify or alter 
the results.  

In any case this planning meeting will set directions and priorities for the 
RTHS for some years to come, so we need your continued ideas and 
support. 

The agenda for the meeting and the strategic plan are included in this 
newsletter. We would ask that in preparation for the meeting you review 
both. This will help us get a good start on our work that night. 

We thank you in advance for your contribution.  

Next Meeting  
Date: Wednesday October 19 
Time: 6:30 pm - please note the ear
 ly start 
Place: Knox Presbyterian Church 
 5533 Dickinson Street 
 Manotick, Ontario 

  

This Month  

1. The September Meeting 
2. From the Pen of the President  
3. The Strategic Planning Meeting 
4. The Dickinson House 
5. News from the Rideau Archives 
6. Coming Events 

Bring a friend Light refreshments 

From the Pen of the President  

Elizabeth Stevens Stuart, one of the original members of 
the RTHS, passed away in September.  She was a teach-
er, heritage activist, author, mentor and a supporter of 
good government. 

Elizabeth was born at Maplehurst Farm in Dalmany, Os-
goode Township on July 7, 1907.  She attended school in 
Dalmany, Kenmore and Lisgar Collegiate, and began 
preparation for a career in teaching by taking physical 
education at Queens University summer school.  She en-
tered the Ottawa Normal College in 1925, and graduated 
from Queens with an honours degree in English and His-
tory in 1932.  She returned to Kingston to teach war veter-
ans in 1945 and 1946.  In 1947 she completed her actuar-
ial exams and received a Masters Degree in Mathematics 
from Queens. 

During the war years she worked for Canadian Intelli-
gence and was employed at the National Research Coun-
cil from 1949-1952. However, she was primarily a school 
teacher and taught at Lyndhurst, Tweed, South Carleton, 
Osgoode High and North Dundas High Schools. 

Elizabethôs interest in history led her to becoming a local 
history researcher and a well known genealogist.  While 
she initially focused on the Stuart and Stevens families, 
being a relative of Roger Stevens, she branched out to 
become an authority on Osgoode pioneer families and the 
history of Osgoode Township.  When the schools began 
teaching computer skills to the students, Elizabeth en-
rolled and acquired a computer as a tool to further her 
genealogical research.   

In the early 1970s she encouraged the formation of the 
Osgoode Township Historical Society and the creation of 
the Osgoode Museum in Vernon in 1978, as well as the 
Osgoode Male Choir. 

These many interest were acknowledged by being the 
recipient of the Order of Osgoode, the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation Recognition Certificate, and the Ontario Bi-
centennial Medal for outstanding service.  

Elizabeth was an icon in the greater community and a 
mentor to many.  She was the speaker at the second 
meeting of RTHS in November 1974 sharing her research 
on her Stevens family.  She was a warm, thoughtful, ener-
getic individual who touched many lives and left an enor-
mous heritage and community legacy. 

http://www.rideautownshiphistory.org/
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Rideau Township Historical Society ï Strategic Planning Meeting - Agenda 

October 19, 2011 ï 6:30 PM Start - Knox Presbyterian Church - Manotick 
OBJECTIVES 

 
1. To shape a 2012 ï 2017 strategic plan for RTHS by: 

¶ Reviewing the results of the input gathered through the member survey. 

¶ Reviewing and providing feedback on a draft strategic plan that was developed by the Executive Committee based on the 

survey results. 
 

2. Identifying/confirming the next steps ï path forward in this process based on the progress we make 
 
PREPARATION 
 
Please review the survey results available at www.rideautownshiphistory.org and the draft strategic plan (attached). 

 
ROADMAP 

 

 
 
06:30 ó Arrival and light meal 

¶ Sandwiches, dessert, coffee 

 
07:00 ó Welcome / Opening Remarks Bill Tupper 
    
   Agenda Review  Facilitator 

¶ The process for the evening 

¶ How we will work together 

 

 

 
07:15 ó Review of the Survey Results Will Pearl 

   
 ó Discussion #1 Facilitator 

¶ What are our reactions? 

¶ Surprises? 

¶ Key messages? 

 
07:45 ó Discussion #2 ï With the survey in viewé. Facilitator 

¶ What do we like about the draft strategic plan that has been developed? 

¶ What are our suggestions for improvement? 

¶ Guiding elements ï vision, mission, values 

¶ Key Result Areas & Strategic objectives 

¶ Is there anything redundant? Is there anything missing? 

 
08:45 ó Next Steps Facilitator  

¶ The process for finalizing the strategy? 

  
 ó Closing Remarks Bill Tupper 

 
09:00 ó Adjourn 

 A. Getting Started  

 B. Focus on RTHS Direction 

http://www.rideautownshiphistory.org/
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Coming Events:  

'ÏÕÌÂÏÕÒÎ 4Ï×ÎÓÈÉÐ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ 

0ÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ υω 

Just a reminder that the next Goulbourn Township Histori-
cal Society Program is October 15.  This meeting will take 
place at the Stittsville Library with guest speaker, Roger 
Thomas, an active member of the Huntley Township His-
torical Society.  

Roger will speak on Life in Ireland before immigration in 
the early 1800s.  "The talk will concentrate on the life of 
the farmer and farm labourer who eventually immigrated 
to Canada, Australia and the United States as well as oth-

er places. The talk is based on his extensive readings as 
well as trips to the UK which included visits to many Folk 
Museums and historic sites and will be profusely illustrat-
ed. The talk should be of interest to those interested in 
how their ancestors lived in Ireland before they immigrat-
ed to Canada."  

This talk may also provide you with explanations as to 
when your ancestors immigrated. 

As usual, the presentation starts at 1:30 and as usual at-
tendance, refreshments and parking are free. 

Bring a friend  

The Thanksgiving weekend was very beautiful, offering 
everything an Indian summer should do. The Dickinson 
House, with its new coat of paint, shone in all its glory, for 
this, the Manotick Harvest Festival. 

The Festival was well attended and resulted in a very 
good weekend at the Dickinson House and the Mill. At the 
Dickinson House the RTHS hosted 471 visitors over the 
three days, making it quite an enjoyable and interesting 
time for the volunteers.  In the course of such a weekend 
we meet a lot of interesting people and the learning goes 
both ways. 

For example, this past weekend we had visitors from 
Scotland, Russia, Hungary, Edmonton, Calgary, and 

some others. The ones from farther away usually come 
with relatives or friends they are visiting or they are visit-
ing Ottawa and seeing the sights. These people share 
stories of their history and experiences and are sincerely 
interested in the stories we tell about ours. 

The third floor of the house has been a good addition to 
the tour this year. People are really impressed with the 
space itself as well as the artefacts and we receive many 
complements on it.  

On another note, one of the volunteers who demonstrated 
spinning wheels at that craft weekend has returned and is 
doing some research on the Victoria spinning wheel that 
was built by Stephen Martin of Kars. The design is appar-
ently of some further interest. 

The Dickinson House  

Watsonôs Mill 

Genealogy Workshop: Oct. 22nd;  

Paranormal Investigation: Oct. 29th;  

Christmas Market: Nov. 19th-Dec. 4th. 

The Mill is located at 5525 Dickinson Street, Dickinson 
Square, Manotick. Free parking on-site. 

Web Site:  watsonsmill.com 

watsonsmill.com

